The onset of the deformation in neutron-rich nuclei around A = 100 mass region has for many years remained one of the most interesting subjects for nuclear spectroscopy study. For the neutron number N = 60, a sudden onset of the deformation has been observed at the ground state, which is manifested by the presence of rotational bands (e.g. [1] ). On the other hand the occurrence of shape coexistence in nuclei with N = 58 and 59, in this region (e.g. [2] ), suggests that the evolution of the deformation is a more gradual process. In the yttrium isotopic chain, a rotational band above the 4 -, 496-keV K-isomer has been observed in the N = 59, 98 Y nucleus, while there was no evidence of the deformed structure in the Y isotopes with neutron number less than N = 59. Our goal was to investigate N = 57,
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The yttrium-96 isotope has been produced by fission of both 
